Medicinal plants played an important role in the healthcare of domestic animal around the world for several thousand years.
Introduction
Plants, basically played a vital role for human and animals' sustainable life in the mother earth. Ethnovetenery is a branch of science deals with the study of traditional knowledge, methods, skills and practices are used for treating various ailments of animals (McCorkle, 1986) . Studies have proved that medicinal plants are important source of therapeutic drugs administration in the survival of tribal and ethnic communities (Ganesan et al., 2004) . In most rural areas the usage of medicinal plants are considered as an important source of therapeutic administration of the tribal and ethnic communities. The craving of medicinal plant to treat animal include the belief, knowledge, skills, method and training. The people also believe that the usage of the medicinal plants is affordable, more effective and able to fulfil social and cultural needs of the rural and tribal (Dhanam and Elayaraja, 2014) . Interestingly, most of the medicinal plant parts are also used in curing various disease of domestic animals productive and healthy.
It is also recorded that at present considering the healing value of medicinal plants over 35,000 plants are used to treat various animal ailments (Jain, 2000; Yineger et al., 2007) . All parts of the plant including leaves, bark, fruits, rhizome, latex, seeds and whole plant are used in medicinal preparations. Herbal medicine is one of the oldest forms of medicinal treatment and forerunner of the modern pharmaceutical trade. It is also evident that ethnoveterinary indigenous knowledge of the veterinary health care system acquired by the traditional herbal healers is orally transformed from one generation to another orally by the livestock owners (Geetha et al., 2016) . Livestock owns also believed that documentation regarding traditional practices of ethnoveterinary in unnecessary (Manoj and Ekta, 2014 ). doi.: 10.21839/jaar.2016 .v1i3.31 http://www.phoenixpub.org/journals/index.php/jaar © 2016 In India, the people who are live poor and remote areas generally dependent on the medicinal plants for the primary health care of animals. The data generated in this study is useful for making the maximum and sustainable use of medicinal plants as well as animal resources. It is also proved that the disappearance of the traditional practices to treat animals will not only affect the poor villagers and their livestock but also the permanent loss of traditional culture, heritage and biodiversity (Kaur et al., 2015) . In the present study an attempt was made in evaluating the importance of medicinal plants in Pachamalai hills, Tiruchirappalli District, Tamil Nadu.
Study Area
The present study is carried in Pachamalai hills, located between the districts of Salem and Tiruchirappalli, Tamil Nadu, South India. The hills lie between East 78.31' longitude and 11.28' North latitude at an altitude of 2000 to3000 feet above mean sea level. The Pachamalai Hills spread over two districts namely, Salem and Tiruchirapalli in Tamil Nadu is about 75kmaway from Tiruchirapalli city. Total geographical area of hill Pachamalai is14,277 ha. This hill is situated in the southern parts of the Eastern Ghats. The forest comprises of tropical thorny, dry deciduous and moist deciduous types of vegetation. The survey covers Kombai (Tiruchirapalli district) and Pachamalai (Salem district).
Material and Method
Relevant information on the usage ethnovetenranary of the area has been collected from the herbalists in some villages of Pachamalai hills. Selection of respondent is solely dependent upon having fundamental knowledge about medicinal plants and their usage for treating various animal diseases. The herbalists were required inform the details about the medicinal plants they know and to show the plant species in that locality. They also believe that dissemination of the knowledge of medicinal property would improve the socioeconomic status of the local people and herbalists. For the purpose of the present study data were collected from 25 resource persons average of 40-65of the study area who have much knowledge on medicinal plants with unstructured interview. The interviews were conducted in the local language, i.e., tamil. Ethnoveterinary information included with the local name, parts used and mode of administration.
Result and Discussion
In the present investigations there are 50 medicinal plants belonging to 32 families are identified as traditional folklore medicinally used species.
An ethnoveterenary knowledge on medicinal plants of the survey are presented in Table 1 The common disease is a global problem and considered as a major obstacle in the health and product performance of animals. These may be due to endo parasites that live inside the body of animal which attack the body surface of animals (Alagesaboopathi, 2015) . These parasites generate direct effect on cattle in terms of milk production and reduce weight gain in the animals (Hostis and Seggers, 2002) .
The potential of indigenous ethnoveterinary knowledge of high altitude populations in general and pastoralism in particular is unknown. It is also believed that the loss of traditional strategies and knowledge of medicinal plant materials by herders, shepherds and others associated with animals as these ways of life disappear due to population shifts and economic insecurity of remote societies (Deepa et al., 2014) .
Preservation of animal is one of the essential economic sources forming integral part of the traditional tribal and rustic community (Knight- Jones and Rushton, 2002) . Animal keeping also gives direct income for the herders, shepherds and others associated with animals (Farooquee, 2000) . Interestingly, the farmers and tribal people of the locality not only depending on wild plants to get fodder for their animals but also utilise various plants to treat several health ailments of animals.
Conclusion
Medicinal plants are the most commonly used ingredients in the preparation of ethnovetenary medicines. These medicinal plants belonging different families have property of healing and preventing various diseases for livestock. It is also discovered that ethnoveterinary medicines are often not as potent as modern allopathic medicines, especially to cure disease like rinderpest, anthrax and rabies. However, these plants are used to treat common diseases such as cough, cold, worms, wounds, nutritional deficiencies and diahhorea. These disease are cured because of the chemical substances of the medicinal plants.
The search for herbal alternatives is important in the present pharmaceutical era as necessary used of antibiotics and other chemical drugs lead to kill animal irrespective of saving the life of them.
The present generation is estimated with responsibility to carry the knowledge on the usage of medicinal plants for treating various health ailments. It is also the need of the hour to initiate considerable progress to document the usage of medicinal plants to treat various animal ailments forever.
